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I. The situation has not changed significantly during past fee days. 
Drift still seems to be unfavorable to govt. 

A. Military situation remains one in which neither side seems 



1. General Shihab apparently continuing to fear military 
crack-down would cause Moslen-Christian warfare, ending 
possibility for compromise. 


B. Anti-govt forces, now estimated by govt at 11,000, contl we 

to defy govt in parts of cities and much of countryside. ,, 
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i Rebels lack unity, however. 

i 

1. Focus of military action, hitherto mostly in the north, 
may shift to south where up to 4,000 DAR-supported rebels 
have been gathering for several days. This may be 
preparation for attack on Tyro and Sidon. 

2. American Tapline Company, which has terminal for Saudi 
Arabian oil at Sidon, has prepared for evacuation of 
employees* families. 

C. Impetus toward regrouping, resupplying and reinforcing 25X1 

j opposition forces now appears coming predominantly from UAR 

rather than local Lebanese opposition. 

25X1 

Approved For Release 2003/08/19 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001 000020023-9 






Approved For Release 


2003/08/19 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001 000020023-9 


25X1 


Political situation reflects military stalemate. Chamoun says 

he still deteained to remain in office until term expires S3 Fept. 

A. OAR, which has been calling for Chamoun* s immediate 
resignation, now appears seeking "compromise" under which 
"neutral" Muslim Prime Minister, approved by OAR and Lebs-rese 
opposition leaders, would be installed while a figurehead 
Chamoun completed his term. Pro-Western officials would Then 
be replaced in stages over next few months. 

1, OAR, operating through the Arab League, has asked Lens non 
to hold off pressing complaint in UM, while Arab League 
explores possibility of "compromise." 

B. Opposition leaders and OAR emisseries also continue to deal 
with Shihab, suggesting he take political role. 

C. Meanwhile, OAR propaganda becoming shriller. 

1. Syrian nationalist press BHBH3EI demanding "recovery" of 
border areas in Lebanon annexed from Syria by French 
after World War 1. 

2. "Free Lebanon" radio denouncing Malik and Chamoun at 
British agents (Malik ”Io 6" and Chamoun "Mo 24") ktpt 
in power only by OS pressures. 

3. All this suggests OAR continuing process of erosion ef 
support for Chsmoun govt but is also possibly preparing 
to detach north and south Lebanon with its pipeline 
terminals as it continuds its pressure against Cham* on. 
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